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Minutes
Staff Senate Meeting
Thursday, May 8, 2003
I.

The Staff Senate Meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Chair, Jewel Lindsey.
Members Present: Kelly Anglen, Amy Bell, Renee Clay, Carla Coker, Candace Erbe, Kenley
Haley, Rodney Hughes, Susan Huskey, Lioneld Jordan, Jewel Lindsey, Bruce McNully,
Christine Parks, Susan Rausch, David Savage, Heather Sprandel, Bonnie Swayze, Joe Terry,
Eric Vaught, Shelley Wilmoth, Susan Yell, Nancy Young
Members Absent: Carrie Whitmer, Barbara Taylor

II.

A motion was presented, seconded, and approved to adopt the agenda as written.

III.

A motion was presented, seconded, and approved to adopt the April 10, 2003 minutes as revised,
changing ‘Carrie Whitmor’ in Members Present to ‘Carrie Whitmer’ and in Ad-Hoc
Committees changing the cost of the T-shirts for the picnic from ‘$600.00’ to ‘$369.99’.

IV.

Election Report and Ratification – Susan Rausch passed out a list of candidates and winners of
the spring 2003 election. There was a 31% return rate, with student affairs division having the
highest return rate of 47% and chancellor division having the lowest at 8%. Lioneld Jordan made
a motion to accept the results, Bruce McNully seconded the motion, and all are in favor and the
motion passed. Jewel Lindsey invited all new senators to the May and June meeting. Ms. Lindsey
introduced two new senators, Tommi Featherston from Academic Affairs and Barbara Yule from
Finance and Administration.
Ms. Rausch stated that officer election nominations are due by May 30th. If there is someone who
would like to nominate themselves or someone else, contact Susan by May 30 th. Three people have
already been nominated: Chair: Kenley Haley; Vice-Chair: Jewel Lindsey; Secretary: Kelly
Anglen.

V.

Picnic Report – Kelly Anglen passed out a list of the picnic sponsors and a sign-up sheet for
volunteers. It was noted that Smoothie King and Wal-Mart need to be added to the sponsor list.
Ms. Anglen reported that the senate has the use of two concession stands, and no live band will be
available. Football season highlights will be played on the TVs and music will be played on the
speakers.

VI.

Guests, Richard Ray and Sonya Westerman – Richard Ray reported that Ms. Westerman was
not able to come to the meeting. Ms. Westerman (or another representative from Qualchoice) and
Graham Gillis will be invited to the June Staff Senate meeting.
Mr. Ray reported on changes in employee benefits. There are new HIPAA (Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act) regulations, open enrollment for life insurance, and a new life
insurance carrier.
Mr. Ray stated that children under the age of 16 are not covered under HIPAA regulations and
parents will be able to get information on children on their health plans, regardless of age, unless
they sign a non-release form.
There was also a change in the coverage of allergy medications. Claritin became over-the-counter
drug and the other allergy drugs became non-preferred. Qualchoice will continue to cover allergy
medications. It is not possible to use over-the-counter drugs on flexible spending plans.
There will be a rate increase on health insurance premiums, anywhere from 5-10%. This increase
will go into effect July 1, 2003.

VII.

Committee Reports
Standing Committees
Internal Affairs Committee, Lioneld Jordan – Mr. Jordan and the committee
would like to write a resolution for insurance hikes to be suspended until
January 1, 2004. The resolution would include having the University of
Arkansas pay for the rate increase until January 1, 2004. The committee is still
working on sick leave payout.

a.

2.

Legislative Committee, Bonnie Swayze – Committee did not meet. The bill
concerning graduated COLA has passed the house and senate and is now
waiting for approval with Gov. Huckabee.

3.

Scholarships and Awards, Kenley Haley – The committee has received nine
applications and will review the applications on May 27.

4.

Communications, David Savage – Committee did not meet. Mr. Savage has
updated the website. All information for the newsletter needs to be given to Mr.
Savage by May 12.

5.

Finance, Amy Bell – Amy Bell passed out the finance report. Ms. Bell stated
that there is $2172.00 in the scholarship account.

6.

Parking and Transit, Kenley Haley – Gary Smith passed out a revised version
of the campus construction for the summer. He stated:
The Maple Street project will be delayed until after the Cleveland
Street project is done.
June 9 – July 11 the Union loading dock will be closed.
The Garland/Dickson Street intersection will be closed all
summer.
Gates will be installed on the south part of Garland.
The street behind Gibson Hall will be closed.
Garland St. (Service Street) near Lot 50 will be closed all summer.
The white house across for the Graduate Education building will
be torn down.
Two apartments by the speech clinic will be torn down which will
create 35 more parking spaces.
May 19, the University will begin to get ready for the Wal-Mart
shareholders meeting.

7.

Safety, Joe Terry – Committee did not meet.

Employee of the Quarter, Christine Parks – Christine Parks had to leave early. The
committee will meet next week to discuss group or team of the year.
VII.

Old Business
a. Employee Tuition – Jewel Lindsey discussed the discount for employee tuition. She
stated the policy was interpreted incorrectly by the Fayetteville campus and the
actual policy was that only 3 hours could be taken with the discount for the entire
semester. Ms. Lindsey encouraged the senators to read over the policy. Mr. Jordan
requested that the Internal Affairs committee be able to write a letter of protest
concerning the tuition discount. Ms. Lindsey granted Mr. Jordan’s request.

b. Qualchoice – No new issues.

IX.

New Business a. Rate increase – There has not been a resolution for the internal affairs committee.

X.

Other Business a. Parking, Gary Smith - Mr. Smith reported under Committees.
b.

Announcements – Lioneld Jordan reported on some city issues. He reported a possible
increase in taxes and an increase in Beaver water payments. It will be possible the increase
will be 38% over the next three years.
Susan Rausch stated there are free mammograms available for women 35 and older who are
uninsured or underinsured. Please call the women’s clinic for an appointment.

XI.

Adjournment – A motion was presented, seconded, and approved to adjourn the meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 11:15.

Respectfully submitted by
Angela Gleghorn

